Crowd Stunned, Tearful 
In Center Of Hartford 


HARTFORD (AP) — A crowd of 
youngsters and parents poured 
out of a Santa Claus movie and 
were told the President was mur- 
dered. 

They were, at 3:15 p.m., prob- 
ably the only people in the city 
who didn’t know it. 

They overcame their disbelief, 
and joined the throngs of down- 
town mourners, whose numbers 
were swelled by office and busi- 
ness employes sent home because 
| nobody could work, 
j People told each other, called 
I home, listened to radios and went 
' to bars. They went anywhere they 
could to hear what already knew 
. was true. 

Crowds Stunned 

. A stunned, sober, and some- 
times tearful, crowd in downtown 
Hartford choked street corners in 
conversation and crowded around 
newsstands. 

The American Flag flew at 
half-mast above the state capitol. 
It was one of many attempts to 
honor -the dead President, as the 
city emerged from its initial 
shock. 

Business emptied of . office 
workers and many stores nor- 
mally open on Friday night de- 
ferred to the grief of shoppers 
and employes by closing their 
doors. 

In one store, a salesman asked, 
“How can this world be so 
cruel?” 

“I just, hope they find the man 
who did it,” said Mona Pezzente, 
17, a Hartford High School senior. 

A mailman, Anthony Riccio of 
West Hartford, said, “Whatever 
punishment they give him win be 


too good. Kennedy was doing a 
good job for the country.” 

Others Wondered 
Others wondered how it could 
happen. 

Dean Robert Beecher of Christ 
Church Cathedral said, “The idea 
of a President riding in an open 
car is pretty dangerous. I hope 
we think more about the Presi- 
dent appearing in public.” 

Mi's. Raymond Mason, a Ver- 
non housewife in town to shop, 
and she “was thinking to myself 
today how easy it would be to 
shoot him.” She was waiting for 
a bus on Main Street to take her 
home. “I can’t shop now.” 

A priest was caught running 
out of the Sts. Patrick and An- 
thony Church rectory. The Rev. 
Vincent Mortellite said, “Words 
can’t express what happened in 
Dallas. We shall remember the 
President in our prayers. May 
God have mercy on his soul.” 


